
TRINITY TRIUMPHS
10 scientif ic advancements born from the Manhattan Project.

On July 16, 1945, at 5:29 a.m., a blinding � ash came from the 
desert in southern New Mexico. A young Army sergeant would 
later call the explosion “brighter than 20 suns.”

� is was the Trinity test: the world’s � rst detonation of a nuclear device.

Nearly three years earlier, some of the world’s best physicists, engineers, 
and mathematicians convened in Los Alamos, New Mexico, to work 
on Project Y, which was part of the Manhattan Project—the secret 
e� ort to develop an atomic bomb to help end World War II.

In creating the world’s � rst atomic device, the men and women of Project Y 
developed many techniques and technologies that are foundational to weapons 
science and to the national security work currently underway, 80 years later, at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory. Here are 10 of 
the many scienti� c breakthroughs born 
from the Manhattan Project. ★
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